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SCUTTLEBUTT

BOOK LAUNCHES
2021- 2022

US (United States)
UK (United Kingdom)

HB (Hardback)
PB (Paperback)

TPB (Trade Paperback)
EB (Ebook)

OCTOBER

A River in Borneo (USHB)
by Richard Woodman

No Sacrifice Too Great (USHB)
William C. Hammond

Thunderer (UKHB)
by Julian Stockwin

NOVEMBER

The Isaac Biddlecomb Novels USTPB)
by James L. Nelson

Arctic Sea (USHB)
by David Poyer

DECEMBER

HMS Hazard (USHB/UKHB)
by David Donachie

FEBRUARY

A Spy in Casablanca (USHB/UKHB)
by Terry Mort

MARCH

Every Second Counts (USHB/UKHB)
by David Donachie

APRIL

Captain Hale’s Covenant
(USHB/UKHB)

by Thomas E. Crocker

Dewey Lambdin, the
popular author of the
Alan Lewrie naval ad-
ventures, crossed the
bar at his home in Nash-
ville, TN, on July 26,
2021, at the age of 76.
    Lambdin’s 25-volume
Lewrie series, which en-
compasses the Ameri-
can Revolution and the
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic
Wars, was published between 1989
and 2021.
    The novels chronicle Lewrie’s naval
career, beginning in The King’s Coat
as the young “rakehell” is sent to sea
as a midshipman by his family, even-
tually ascending to command.
    At his death, Lambdin was working
on the twenty-sixth Lewrie title, A

DEWEY LAMBDIN

Broad Red Pendant. It is
unknown whether the
manuscript was com-
plete enough to publish.
    A graduate of the Mili-
tary Academy at Castle
Heights in 1962, he
graduated from Mon-
tana State University in
1969 with a degree in
Film and Television Pro-

duction. Post graduation, he worked
for twelve years as a producer and
director for a network affiliate televi-
sion station.
    Throughout his career, he wrote
his novels on a typewriter, resisting a
move to computers and email. Com-
munications with Quarterdeck over
the years was by telephone or the US
Postal Service.

Alan Lewrie’s Creator Crosses the Bar

Dewey Lambdin 1945 - 2021

L ondon-based
film director,

screenwriter, and
novelist Paul Bry-
ers writing under
his pen name
Seth Hunter is fin-
ishing his seventh
Nathan Peake na-
val adventure with the working title
Trafalgar.
    The book will be launched in the
United States and United Kingdom in
hardback by McBooks Press in au-
tumn 2022 and follows The Sea of
Silence in the Nathan Peake series.
    Bryers has written and directed
many award-winning dramas and
docudramas. Among his film credits
is “Nelson’s Trafalgar,” which was
produced for Channel Four in the
United Kingdom and was a finalist for
the prestigious Grierson Award.

Seth Hunter

Seth Hunter

James L. Nelson

N ew England
novelist and

maritime historian
James L. Nelson
has launched a new
maritime adven-
ture series, “Blood,
Steel, and Empire.”
    The first title, The
Buccaneer Coast (see page 26), fo-
cuses on the freebooters in the Ca-
ribbean, with “all the page-turning
action and engaging characters of
The Norsemen Saga, which will con-
tinue to its rightful conclusion, but
with muskets and cannons,” said Nel-
son.
    Nelson is also returning to the
Isaac Biddlecomb novels, set against
the canvas of the American Revolu-
tion at sea. McBooks Press will pub-
lish a new as-yet-untitled book in the
series in autumn 2022.

James L. Nelson
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T he twenty-first century
was only a few months
old when English marine
artist Geoff Hunt alerted

me to “watch out for” Julian Stock-
win, a singular new voice in naval
fiction.

On April 3, 2001, British publisher
Hodder & Stoughton launched Kydd,
Stockwin’s debut novel, at Admiralty
House in Whitehall, London. The book,
bearing Hunt’s signature art on the cov-
er, introduced Thomas Paine Kydd, a
young wigmaker from Guildford, Sur-
rey, pressed into His Majesty’s Navy in
1793.
   A year earlier, the late
Carole Blake, premier Brit-
ish literary agent, was im-
mediately moved when she
received the manuscript.
    “By the time I had read
half, I knew Julian was des-
tined for the bestseller lists,” she said.

“I was not looking to take on any historical fic-
tion, did not want action adventure, and am not
interested in the sea. Yet his storytelling capti-
vated me.”
    On publication, British newspapers received
Kydd to critical acclaim.
    “Stockwin paints a vivid picture of life aboard
the mighty ships-of-the-line,” said London’s
Daily Express. “The vantage point of the com-

By George!

Kydd
Celebrating two decades in naval fiction

mon sailor gives the nautical novel a
fresh twist,” said The Guardian. “In
Stockwin’s hands, the sea story will
continue to entrance readers across
the world.”
    This year, Stockwin celebrates
Kydd’s twentieth anniversary in

print with the launch in October of Thunderer,
the twenty-fourth title in the canon (see the
review on page 22).
    After Hunt’s admonition and reading and
reviewing Kydd, I was anxious to meet the au-
thor and learn more about the latest compelling
character to sail in naval fiction’s rich tradition.
So, in early May 2001, Amy and I and our son
Steve and his new bride Kathy flew to London
for a busman’s holiday. � 

“I knew Julian was destined for the bestseller lists.”
– Carole Blake, British Literary Agent

RIGHT Julian Stockwin
originally planned an
eleven-book series, which
has reached twenty-four
and counting with the
publication this autumn
of Thunderer.
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    On a cool, spring afternoon, under a sunny
sky filled with scudding clouds, we traveled by
rail from Victoria Station southwest to meet
Julian and Kathy Stockwin in Guildford, where
they then resided, and Thomas Kydd was born.
    Disembarking at Guildford’s red-brick Victo-
rian station, we waited until a tiny, noisy taxi
coughed and sputtered into the empty car park.
When the doors opened, a tall gentleman with a
neatly trimmed gray beard and wearing a crisp
navy brass-buttoned blazer and dark roll-neck
sweater unfolded out of the backseat accompa-
nied by an attractive woman.
    These must be the Stockwin’s, we reasoned,
as they approached and, indeed, they were. So,
after making introductions, we headed off on
foot to explore Guildford. Reaching the cobbled
High Street, we could genuinely transport our-
selves back to Kydd’s day in the late eighteenth
century with little imagination.
    As we walked, Julian pointed out prominent
places like the historic Guildhall with its Medi-
eval clock and others featured in forthcoming
books, including a building standing for the
Kydd family wig shop.
    Enjoying afternoon tea in the ancient Angel
posting house, seated before a hissing and crack-
ling log fire, showers fell outside. A similar scene
would appear in the opening to The Admiral’s
Daughter, but I’m getting ahead of myself.
    As we chatted, the Stockwins revealed how
Thomas Kydd came to be.
    “When Kathy encouraged me to try writing,
she advised me to write the book that I wanted
to read,” explained Julian. “Over the years, my
favorite fiction has been the sea tale. However, I
felt that the stories lacked in-your-face realism,
personal challenges, and the sea in a more for-
ward role.
     “This I have tried to do by using the com-
mon seaman as a point of view, at the actual
point of contact with the sea, rather than the
almost universal quarterdeck focus of other writ-
ers.”
    Thomas Kydd’s planned journey from
pressed Jack Tar to the quarterdeck and com-
mand, he said, would parallel the careers of
twenty-two souls who rose from below decks in
His Majesty’s Britannic Navy to command
ships. Three ascended to become full admirals.

    As we chatted, it was
clear that the Stockwins
were literary partners,
collaborating on virtually
every aspect of producing
the Kydd novels. Over
the years ahead, Kathy's
background as a maga-
zine editor would prove
to be a particular asset.
    With Kydd making
waves on both sides of
the Atlantic, Julian had

recently finished revisions to Artemis, the second
book in the series. The couple had also just re-
turned from a research trip to the Caribbean in
preparation for writing Seaflower.
    The Thomas Kydd naval adventures were
sailing before a following breeze.
    Almost a year later, Amy and I returned to
Guildford, staying at the Angel, with an invita-
tion to attend the launch party for Artemis at the
Royal Naval Museum across from HMS Victory
in the Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth.
    Geoff Hunt, along with Hodder & Stough-
ton representatives and other guests, was present
with his original oil painting of the “crack
frigate” Artemis, which graced the book’s cover.
Surrounded by memorabilia celebrating Lord �

TOP A circa 1828 painting
depicts Guildford’s High
Street, with the iconic
Guildhall and its Medi-
eval clock, both of which
look virtually the same
today.

ABOVE The Angel posting
house is a coaching inn
on the Guildford High
Street that dates from
the Middle Ages and was
frequented, among oth-
ers, by Horatio Nelson,
Jane Austen, Lord Byron,
and Oliver Cromwell.
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Photo by George D. Jepson.



Admiral Horatio Nelson, including a startlingly
lifelike figure of England’s greatest naval hero,
we raised our glasses to the author’s recent suc-
cess and Kydd’s future.
    By then, Thomas Kydd and Nicholas Ren-
zi, two opposites brought together aboard the
aging 98-gun ship-of-the-line Duke William,
had found a loyal audience worldwide. And in
the books to come, Kydd’s sister Cecilia, and
later his bride Persephone, would figure signifi-
cantly in the stories.
    In an early interview with me, Stockwin de-
scribed Kydd as a young man “seduced by the
sea, something to which I can relate,” a revela-
tion that plays out in every title in the series.
    Indeed, the sea in its many guises is a recur-
ring character, an element the author knows
intimately from his boyhood in Hampshire
where he read “everything about the sea, espe-
cially terrified by a description of a great storm,
but longed to go to sea to experience a real
one.” Finally, enlisting in the Royal Navy at
fifteen, later transferring to the Royal Austra-
lian Navy, he did “experience that storm at
sea.”
    An early paragraph in Kydd describing the
wretched seas as the press gang’s haul approach-
es Duke William hooked me, even before
Thomas Kydd appears from under a rain
soaked tarpaulin:

“. . . nothing could be seen of the passengers in
the ugly little hoy thrashing its way through the
grey-green seas toward them. It was making heavy
weather of it, bluff bows slamming into the short,
steep waves kicked up by the stiff northerly.
Drenching sheets of spray were flung skywards
before whipping after over the small craft.”

    “Stockwin consults several sources to depict
actual sea conditions for particular geographic
areas to create vividly authentic passages in his
books. Admiralty Sailing Directions (“Pilots” for
short), ships’ logs, state-of-the-art electronic
ships’ charts, personal knowledge, and world
climate charts for summer and winter are readi-
ly at hand as he writes.
    If a tide is on the ebb, shoals threaten, or
strong currents are present, it’s a certainty that
the scene accurately portrays natural elements
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as they exist. These details and the evocative de-
scriptions from research travels speak to Stock-
wins’ authentic narratives.
    Reader George McCabe recently wrote to Ju-
lian about his great-great-great grandfather, Cap-
tain Harry Alison, 93rd Regiment of Foot.
Alison “was posted in all the locations of Thom-
as Kydd” and “was related to Lord Melville.”
The connection, he added, “makes your novels
come alive for me.”
    So, it’s been twenty years since Kydd  was
published and we met the creators of the young
perruquier. As I looked back, and considered
Julian’s impact on naval fiction, I wondered
what his thoughts were about this milestone.
    “I well remember the day, the first day of the
first month of the new millennium, when we
posted off a submission package to Blake Fried-
mann Literary Agency” he recalled. “Not long
after that I had contracts for the first four books
for publication around the world.
    “I am so fortunate to have a literary partner of
the caliber of my wife Kathy, who not only was
the instigator of my literary career but has be-
come an integral part of the creation of each
book.
    “As to the future of the series, I am well into
the work of book twenty-five, tentatively titled
Yankee Mission. After that there are several more
titles in the pipeline.
    “I have no intention of retiring just yet!” n

– George Jepson

ABOVE Julian and Kathy
Stockwin relax in Hong
Kong during their re-
search expedition for To
the Eastern Seas. Over
twenty years, the couple
has journeyed to faraway
locations that have made
up Kydd’s world in the
novels. Destinations have
included, among many,
Gibraltar, Minorca, Istan-
bul, Iceland, the Caribbe-
an, the Baltic, Brittany,
the Channel Islands,
North America, Portugal,
Spain, Austria, Venice,
the Adriatic, and Austra-
lia.
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    The discussion continued a year later, while again sitting in the
King’s Head and later while ambling through Deal’s Georgian-era
lanes. Then, when the COVID 19 pandemic hit, long-distance con-
versations, including the author’s British literary agent, Brian Mitch-
ell, moved along, culminating in an agreement for McBooks Press to
publish Donachie’s work in the years ahead.
    This autumn, the future, with a nod to the past, arrives. Starting
with the new John Pearce naval adventure, HMS Hazard, world-
wide English language rights for Donachie’s work, including his ex-
tensive backlist, will begin moving to McBooks Press. “I felt my �

John Pearce Sets Sail Under the McBooks Press Flag

T hree years ago, Amy and I sat in the
King’s Head, an ancient public house in
Deal, England, a stone’s throw from the
Downs where Nelson’s fleet anchored.

Between sips of Guinness, munching fish and chips,
Scottish-born novelist David Donachie, a natural sto-
ryteller, reminisced about his nearly three-decades-
long writing career and looked ahead to the future.
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BY GEORGE D. JEPSON

FEATURE

DAVID DONACHIE
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British publisher was not
giving my work the air it
needs,” he said. “Too
many books were being
sold as ‘special sales,’
which meant massive dis-
counting, with an obvious
effect on royalties. Also,
the time between publica-
tion and such sales seemed
to be getting smaller leav-
ing no time for a proper
audience to grow.”
    Under the McBooks
imprint, Donachie’s fic-
tion, covering a broad
swath of history, will be
published in the United
States, Canada, and the
United Kingdom.
    During our time in
Deal, we learned that Da-
vid had penned a World War II thriller, a
riveting page-turner as MI5 pursues a
murderous, elusive Nazi sympathizer,
which McBooks Press will launch in
spring 2022.

Every Second Counts, said Donachie, is
“a counterfactual take on England in 1940
and what would have happened if they
had sought to make peace with Hitler. An
army defeated and without equipment or
enough men to repel an invasion, a coun-
try on its knees. What to do, how to en-
sure survival when the entire defense plan
of the UK seems to have got into the
hands of a German spy who is seeking to
get them out of a country on full invasion
alert.”
    A sequel, “provisionally titled Just One Bul-
let,” is in the works.
   “There are people trying to either stop the Ar-
mistice talks taking place, or, like Joe Kennedy,
seeking to influence the outcome as well as fur-
ther his ambitions for the American presidency,”
added Donachie. “And what of those in Germa-
ny opposed to Hitler? Can they see peace as a
good thing?”
    The sixteenth John Pearce novel, HMS Haz-
ard, will be published in the US this October

and in the United Kingdom in December.
McBooks will introduce new trade paper-
back editions of earlier titles in the series
beginning in spring 2022.
    Each book in the saga is part of a much
larger story and “begins where the last one
left off,” said Donachie. “I haven’t done
the math, but, with HMS Hazard, we
must be approaching a million and a half
words.”
    John Pearce, a young English radical,
first appeared in By the Mast Divided while
running from “the enforcers of a King’s
Bench warrant.” Illegally pressed into his
Majesty’s Navy in London’s Pelican tav-
ern, along with a patchwork collection of
miscreants, he soon seizes the misadven-

ture as an opportunity to prosper.
    It’s 1793, and Britain is at war with Revolu-
tionary France. Pearce and his fellow Pelicans
form a gun crew aboard the frigate Brilliant,
under cruel, hard-bitten Captain Ralph Barclay,
pursuing a privateer across the English Channel.
    Incredibly, Pearce is pressed again days later
into the aging cutter Griffin, commanded by
Lieutenant Benjamin Colbourne. Although un-
welcome, the event leads to his rating as a mid-
shipman in A Shot Rolling Ship, and, event- �

ABOVE David Donachie,
with Amy Jepson, outside
the King’s Head, with its
floral facade, a stone’s
throw from Deal’s shin-
gled beach, and the
Downs, where Nelson’s
fleet once anchored.
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ually, to a lieutenancy at King George III’s
behest.
    Over the ensuing fourteen titles, only
covering three years in the series, Donachie
developed Pearce into a flesh-and-blood
character, with human flaws, loyal to Bri-
tannia and the Jack Tars he serves with and
commands.
    As HMS Hazard unfolds, it is 1796,
with Pearce in command of the 14-gun
brig-of-war Hazard manned by a predomi-
nantly inexperienced crew.
    Future Pearce titles are back on a once-
a-year scheme. “COVID disrupted the
normal publishing schedule,” said Donach-
ie, “but with McBooks, I will be back on
the annual output and am already working
on the next Pearce adventure, Droits of the
Crown.”
    From By the Mast Divided forward, Pearce’s
and the Pelicans’ further escapades are wide-
ranging and unique, based on “true events and
the product of my imagination,” he said. “The

only thing I know for a fact
is it won’t be plain sailing
wherever Pearce goes. Also,
there are certain myths
about the period, and there
is nothing more pleasing
than highlighting what was
actually taking place in the
period.”
    Beyond 1796, there is
much more history during
Britain’s wars with Revolu-
tionary and Napoleonic
France in which Pearce and
the Pelicans can act.
    “There is no plan, just as
every plot happens on the
page without prior prepara-
tion,” said Donachie. “I
will go on as long as I think
I can tell a story people
want to read, and if it runs
to 1815, I will have worn
out two index fingers in a
good cause.”
    Over the next couple of
years, Donachie plans to

alternate writing new naval and thriller ti-
tles. “But who knows?,” he said,  “I can’t
help feeling a pair of my successful histori-
cal trilogies had more legs. Might be an
idea to go back and look.”
    Asked whether there are other areas in
fiction he would like to explore, Donachie
replied: “I know it sounds arrogant, but I
never feel there’s a story I cannot tell or an
area in which I cannot write. If anything, I
have too many ideas and not enough time
to get them on paper. My computer is full
of plots and stories I have had to put aside
because of existing deadlines. So, I will
wander and hope my readers follow.”
    Above all, David Donachie appreciates
his readers around the world. “I’d be no-

where without them,” he declared. “The fact
there are people out in the world who want to
read my books has to be the most uplifting
thing ever. They say writing is a lonely profes-
sion. How can it be when such people exist?
Thank you all.” n

“The only thing I know for a fact is it won’t
be plain sailing wherever Pearce goes.”

TOP David Donachie,
holding forth in his study
in his home near Deal,
Kent, England, where his
historical fiction is creat-
ed.
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S amuel Pepys famously said: “Eng-
lishmen, and more especially sea-
men, love their bellies above
anything else.” Scran and prog, ge-

neric terms for food, were used in the main by
the lower deck and quarterdeck, respectively.
    In Kydd, the debut book in the series,
Thomas Kydd is a young wig-maker from
Guildford, press-ganged into the Royal
Navy into the old line-of-battle ship
Duke William. He is yet to be given a
mess, and finding himself starving, ap-
proaches a group of sea-hardened men

enjoying their supper. At first he is rebuffed but one kindly
sailor motions him to join them.

    Kydd nodded gratefully as a wooden plate landed in front of
him filled with a grey oatmeal mix and occasional lumps of

meat. Ravenous, he spooned up some of the oatmeal but was
  instantly revolted. It was rancid, with flecks of black
suggestive of darker secrets. The meat was a mass of gris-
tle and definitely on the turn. There was nothing for it:
he was famished, so he bolted it down without pause.

The gristlebound hunks stayed in the bottom of the
bowl.

But while Duke William had pretty dire
food, Artemis, the crack frigate Kydd finds
himself in next, was a marked contrast.

    Real china plates instead of squares of
dark wood, a pewter spoon and even a �

Kathy and Julian Stockwin work closely as a creative team pro-
ducing the much-loved Thomas Kydd Series. A former magazine
editor-in-chief, Kathy brings an impressive range of skills to the
table. In this special article for “Quarterdeck,” she takes us on a
gastronomic tour of Kydd’s era, afloat and ashore.

BY KATHY STOCKWIN

“. . . seamen love their bellies . . .”

AUTHOR’S NOTES
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“Shipmates Carousing Below
Deck” by English artist William
Henry Pyne (1769 - 1824)

Kathy Stockwin
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fork. And the food! The oatmeal was not only
seasoned with herbs but the meat was pig’s
trotters with collops of real meat – this was a
feast.
    [One seaman] looked a Kydd curiously. ‘So
yer likes our scran too,’ he said.
    Kydd thought of the single galley in the
ship-of-the-line serving eight hundred men.
You could have anything so long as it was
boiled in the vast coppers. ‘Yessir!’ he an-
swered. ‘We has a saying in Royal Billy which
we hear before we begins our salt beef.’ He
assumed an air of reverence.

‘Old horse, old horse, what brought you here?
    You’ve carried me gear for many a year!
    An’ now wore out with sore abuse
    They salt you down for sailors’s use!
    They gaze on you with sad surprise
    They roll ye over and bugger y’r eyes
    They eat y’r meat and pick your bones
    And send the rest t’ Davy Jones’

    Laughing, they fell upon the food.

    While Jack Tar’s victuals would proba-
bly not pass muster with us today, ashore many
would be envious of a guaranteed three square
meals a day. It’s been estimated that sailors con-
sumed over 3000 calories a day. Given the
heavy work involved in setting sail, manning the
capstan and the many other physical operations
in a man of war there weren’t likely to have
been any corpulent mariners.
    Breakfast was burgoo, porridge made with
oatmeal and water, sometimes sweetened.
Their main meal was at noon:

Monday: Cheese and duff (flour and suet pudding)
Tuesday: Boiled beef
Wednesday: Dried peas and duff
Thursday: Boiled pork
Friday: Dried peas and duff
Saturday: Boiled beef
Sunday: Boiled pork

Supper was whatever was saved from din-
ner plus hard tack, along with cheese.

Hard Tack
Probably the item most associated with Jack
Tar’s diet was ship’s biscuits. They have a
long history, dating back as far as the an-

ABOVE Hardtack, or a
ship’s biscuit, asserted
to be the oldest in the
world, is displayed at
the maritime museum in
Kronborg Castle at
Elsinore, Denmark.
Photo is licensed under
CC- BY-SA 3.0.

cient Greeks. Baked at least twice, they
were able to be stored for lengthy periods
of time. Susceptible to infestation by wee-
vils, the usual way to deal with this was to
briskly tap the biscuit on the table and
the insects would come out. The ration
was one pound per man per day.

Salmagundy
In Artemis, Kydd and Renzi enjoy a pop-
ular dish ashore, salmagundy, washed
down with a jug of porter. If you would
like to make your own salmagundy,
shred two heads of lettuce and place on
a large platter. Around the outside ar-
range alternating strips of cold chicken
and cured herring. Mix together diced

cooked chicken, one finely chopped lemon,
four minced cooked egg yolks, chopped
herring and chopped parsley. Pile this
into a mound in the centre of the dish.
Place a small whole boiled onion on top
of the mound and a few around the brim

of the dish. When ready to serve drizzle
over some vinaigrette and garnish with blanched
green beans, grapes, or nasturtium flowers.

Culinary Nicknames
Skillygalee – burgoo
Soft tommy – bread
Spanish coffee – beverage made from burnt ship’s
biscuits crumbs
Crowdy – porridge sweetened with treacle

Bargemen – weevils that infected ships biscuits
Cornish duck – pilchards
Trundlers – dried peas
Dogs body – pigs trotters and pease pudding
Gazy pie – pie with pilchard heads peeping through
the crust
German duck – boiled sheep’s head
Lobscouse – pounded biscuit and salt beef, boiled
in a  savory pudding
Olla podrida – a hotchpotch stew

Stocking the ship’s larder
Provisioning was a major undertaking.
For example, records show that Bellona, a
74-gun warship took aboard the follow-
ing for her 650 crew, for four months:

Beef – 20800 lbs
Pork – 19240 lbs �
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Beer – 29,736  gallons
Water – 49,018  gallons
Bread – 72,800 lbs
Butter – 3,900 lbs
Cheese – 14,160 lbs
Oatmeal – 19,008 lbs
Peas – 20,800 lbs
Flour – 15,590 lbs
Suet – 2,600 lbs
Vinegar – 709 gallons

Roast Beef
“The Roast Beef of
Old England” is an
English patriotic
ballad written by
Henry Fielding. To
this day the Royal
Navy goes in to
dine at Mess Din-
ners to the tune,
which is also played
at United States
Marine Corps for-
mal mess dinners
during the presentation of the beef. Officers of
the Royal Artillery are likewise played in to din-
ner by this tune.
    The song provided the popular title for a
painting by William Hogarth, an English paint-
er, printmaker, pictorial satirist, social critic,
and editorial cartoonist: “O the Roast Beef of
Old England (The Gate of Calais).”

When mighty Roast Beef was the Englishman’s food,
It ennobled our veins and enriched our blood.

Our soldiers were brave and our courtiers were good
Oh! the Roast Beef of old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

But since we have learnt from all-vapouring France
To eat their ragouts as well as to dance,

We’re fed up with nothing but vain complaisance
Oh! the Roast Beef of Old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

Our fathers of old were robust, stout, and strong,
And kept open house, with good cheer all day long,

Which made their plump tenants rejoice in this song –
Oh! The Roast Beef of old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

But now we are dwindled to, what shall I name?
A sneaking poor race, half-begotten and tame,
Who sully the honours that once shone in fame.

Oh! the Roast Beef of Old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

When good Queen Elizabeth sat on the throne,
Ere coffee, or tea, or such slip-slops were known,

the world was in terror if e’er she did frown.
Oh! The Roast Beef of old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

In those days, if Fleets did presume on the Main,
They seldom, or never, return’d back again,
As witness, the Vaunting Armada of Spain.

Oh! The Roast Beef of Old England,
And old English Roast Beef!

Oh then we had stomachs to eat and to fight
And when wrongs were cooking to do ourselves right.

But now we’re a . . . I could, but goodnight!
Oh! the Roast Beef of Old England,

And old English Roast Beef!

Although roast beef is thought of as a staple of
the Englishman’s diet in the Georgian era, Brit-
ish food was changing under the influence of
French cuisine. Fricassees and ragoos began to
appear at the tables of discerning diners. A ra-
goo is a stew with a very rich sauce: flavorings
could include anchovies, shallots, mustard,  nut-
meg.
    And desserts such as Buttered Meringue
Pompadour, a poached meringue, topped �
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ABOVE Detail from the
painting entitled “O the
Roast Beef of Old Eng-
land (The Gate of Calais)”
by English artist William
Hogarth (1697 - 1774).

“‘The Roast Beef of Old England’ is an English
patriotic ballad written by Henry Fielding.”
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with an orange butter sauce, were popular and
found their way to Kydd’s table when he be-
came an officer. A contemporary recipe book
called it  “A pretty corner dish
for a second course at dinner.”

Foreign Delicacies
Bammy Bread
In Seaflower, Kydd and his
friend Nicholas Renzi go up-
country in Jamaica, stopping
en route for a snack of bammy
bread, akee, and salt fish.
Bammy bread is a Jamaican
flatbread made from grated
cassava root, often served
with fish. Akee is a local fruit
tasting like scrambled eggs.

Moose muffle
When Kydd visited Halifax
in Tenacious, he didn’t real-
ize that muffle, the nose and pendulous over-
hanging upper lip of the moose, weighing in at
about three pounds, was considered a culinary
delight there.
    At a wardroom dinner in honour of Captain
Houghton, Kydd turns to his friend and fellow
officer, Renzi:

    Thunderin’ good prog, Nicholas, d’ye think?’
    ‘Moose muffle,’ Pringle, captain of marines
called over the hubbub. He inspected
a piece of meat he had speared.
‘Spring moose is better in June, you’ll
find, once the beast has a mort of fat
on him.’

Towards the end of the meal . . .

    Tall glasses appeared before each
officer, filled with what appeared to
be a fine amber fluid. The captain
was the first to try it. ‘By George, it’s
calf’s foot jelly!’ he said. ‘Lemon –
who’s responsible for this perfection?’
he demanded of his steward.
    Lady Wentworth’s own recipe,
sir.’

Lady Wentworth was the wife of the colonial
governor.

Excesses Ashore
For those with means, Georgian meals could ex-
tend over several hours, with a vast array of dish-
es and wines presented to guests. Gillray’s
caricature (above) of the Prince of Wales at table
reflects the gluttony sometimes seen ashore –
lavish meals of four or more courses, each with
multiple dishes both sweet and savoury. n

ABOVE RIGHT Ripe akee,
a Jamaican fruit. Photo
by Ralf Steinburger. Li-
censed by CC-by-2.0.

RIGHT “A Voluptuary un-
der the horrors of diges-
tion” George IV ( Prince
Regent 1811-1820) when
Prince of Wales by  Brit-
ish caricaturist and print-
maker James Gilray
(1756-1815).

Visit the Stockwins online at
www.julianstockwin.com.
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BY GEORGE D. JEPSON

Recollections of a Pearl Harbor Survivor
CLARK FAULKNER

O n December 7, 1941– a quiet Sunday morning in
Hawaii – United States Navy Ensign Clark Faulkner
caught a few extra winks in the rented house he
shared with three fellow officers in St. Louis Heights,

on a hill above Waikiki Beach in Honolulu. The 22-year-old Ne-
braska native planned to spend the afternoon at the Royal Hawai-
ian Hotel, where palm trees, warm sand, the crystal blue waters of
the Pacific, and pretty girls beckoned. But, as the young PT boat
skipper’s thoughts drifted to another idyllic day in paradise, his life
was about to change forever.

REMEMBRANCE

    Around eight o’clock, Clint McKellar, Jr.,who had had an early golf date, re-
turned to the house and roused his roommates. “Hey, something’s going on at
Pearl,” he said. “There’s a bunch of practice ammunition going off in the air. I don’t
think it’s a drill.” The four piled into Faulkner’s 1936 Ford station wagon and sped
to the submarine base, where their PT boats were being readied for shipment to the
Philippines.
    “About the time we got down to the oil fields, or the fuel dump area, near the � Clark Faulkner
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USS Arizona burns during the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7,
1941.
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sub base, everything began to erupt,”
recalled Faulkner. Imperial Japanese
Navy aircraft were attacking the United
States Pacific fleet. Bombs fell, while
torpedoes splashed into the harbor and
streaked toward helpless targets. Explo-
sions erupted across the harbor and
bullets from strafing aircraft tore
through the morning air.
    “It didn’t take more than about ten
or fifteen seconds to see that something
was wrong,” said Faulkner. “We had
six boats in the water at the finger piers
of the submarine base. Six other boats
were being readied to be shipped to the
Philippines. Two of them were already
[secured] aboard a tanker, and four of
them were on the 1010 Dock in cra-
dles.
    “Our enlisted personnel and the offi-

cers who were on duty had started fir-
ing our .50 caliber machine guns at the
airplanes. Of course, they knew right
away what was going on.” In the chaos
of the moment, Faulkner’s immediate
future, along with thousands of young
men and women, was determined for
him.  America was at war.

O n December 7, 2021 – National
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

– the United States will commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the attack in
Honolulu.
    Each year, as this day approaches, I
remember Clark Faulkner, who passed
away in 2003, and the conversations
we shared about his naval experiences
and, specifically, that fateful Sunday
morning in 1941. �

“Our enlisted personnel and the officers who were on duty
had started firing our .50 caliber machine guns at the airplanes.”

Photograph taken from a Japanese plane during the torpedo attack on ships moored on both sides of Ford Island shortly after the beginning of the
Pearl Harbor attack. View looks about east, with the supply depot, submarine base and fuel tank farm in the right center distance. A torpedo has just
hit USS West Virginia on the far side of Ford Island (center). Other battleships moored nearby are (from left): Nevada, Arizona, Tennessee (inboard of
West Virginia), Oklahoma (torpedoed and listing) alongside Maryland, and California. On the near side of Ford Island, to the left, are light cruisers De-
troit and Raleigh, target and training ship Utah and seaplane tender Tangier. Raleigh and Utah have been torpedoed, and Utah is listing sharply to
port. Japanese planes are visible in the right center (over Ford Island) and over the Navy Yard at right. US Navy planes on the seaplane ramp are on
fire. Japanese writing in the lower right states that the photograph was reproduced by authorization of the Navy Ministry.

ABOVE “Remember December 7th!,” by Allen
Russell Saalburg, American painter and illustra-
tor. The poster was issued in 1942 by the Unit-
ed States Office of War Information.
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    It all started on an early spring eve-
ning in 2001, a few months before the
9/11 attacks shocked the nation and
reminded those of a certain age about
Pearl Harbor. The phone at Tall Ships
Books rang. Clark, who enjoyed sea
stories, was calling to order another
Richard Woodman novel.
    As we chatted, he mentioned that
he was a Navy PT boat veteran and
had been at Pearl Harbor when the
Japanese attacked on December 7.
Our discussion led to a Quarterdeck
interview in which he shared his recol-
lections of the attack and the immedi-
ate aftermath.
    In remembrance of that historic day
and a young naval officer – a member of
Tom Brokaw’s Greatest Generation –
we reprint excerpts from that compel-
ling interview:

What prompted you to enlist in the Navy?

I was at the University of Nebraska. I had an
ROTC commission as a second lieutenant that
would have taken effect in August of 1940
when I became twenty-one. I had taken a trip
on a Panama-Pacific ship from New York to
San Francisco through the Canal Zone in the
spring of 1940. On that trip, several German
refugees were escaping Hitler and his gang. Vis-
iting with them, I became utterly convinced
that we were going to wind up in World War II
in Germany. I’d seen All Quiet on the Western
Front, and I didn’t want to be a soldier.
    When I returned to Lincoln, a friend told me
about the V-7 Program – the 90-day wonder
program for officer candidates. So I immediate-
ly made an application, was accepted and was
commissioned an ensign in the United States
Naval Reserve on Friday, December 13, 1940. I
had to resign from my potential ROTC com-
mission, but I was pleased to be in the Navy
and not the Army. We were obligated to serve
one year of active duty, which would have end-
ed for me on December 13, 1941. On Decem-
ber 7, 1941, my plans changed.
    So that’s how I got into the Navy. I stayed as
an instructor for V-7 school at Northwestern

University [in Chicago] for
ninety days following my
commission. During that pe-
riod, I learned about the mo-
tor torpedo boat with which
the Navy was experimenting.
Along with a friend named
Tony Ackers, I applied for
PT boats. In February, the
Navy accepted us as the nu-
cleus of PT officer personnel,
assigned to Brooklyn Navy
Yard in New York, starting
the whole PT program.

How did you end up at Pearl
Harbor?

After the Bureau of Ships de-
cided that Electric Boat Company – Elco –
would build the PTs (later Higgins built some,
of course), they started constructing the boats,
and we began to receive them. We were at New-
port, Rhode Island.
    While they were building our boats, they sent
us to Packard Marine Engine School in Detroit
and torpedo school in Rhode Island. So as the
boats were delivered to New York, we picked �
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“. . . a friend told me about the V-7 Program,
the 90-day wonder program . . .”

TOP The battleship USS
California on fire, a scene
that would have greeted
Clark Faulkner and his
roommates as they ar-
rived at Pearl Harbor.

ABOVE A World War II-
era recruiting poster for
the V-7 program.
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them up, took them back up to
our headquarters in Newport, and
formed the first motor    torpedo
boat squadron, MTB Ron One.
That was the summer of ’41.
    In September of 1941, our
twelve boats   were ordered to
Pearl Harbor. Most of us sailed
aboard the USS Shinango, a con-
verted ESSO tanker, and they
hauled us out to Pearl Harbor. We
arrived there in September.

What was your rank?

Ensign. We had several Naval
Academy officers, but the highest
rank was a lieutenant commander,
our squadron commander. The
next lower rank was a lieutenant. I
commanded PT 22. The battle-
wagon navy didn’t think very
much of us, a bunch of crazy
young kids running around in speed boats.

What did your group do once you were at Pearl
Harbor?

They didn’t know what to do with us when we
arrived, frankly. Admiral Kimmel, I guess, and
his staff decided that they would see how fast
we could go and what we could do. So we ran
from Pearl to Molokai, the big island across the
Molokai Channel. In the process, we managed
to bang the boats up pretty badly. It was very
rough, and they wanted us to get there as quick-
ly as we could, so we ran wide open and banged
up the boats and some of the personnel in do-
ing it. After that, they decided they didn’t know
what they were going to do with us. They used
us for mail carriers or running messages. But
they also wanted us to work with the fleet.
    We trained at night with the fleet, attempt-
ing to close on them with simulated torpedo
attacks. We always claimed that we got the car-
riers, and the carriers claimed that they saw us
ten miles away. We also trained with Army pi-
lots. They were flying the Douglas A-20 Havoc
medium bombers. Some of our people went up
and rode with them, and they rode in our boats.
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From Monday until Friday night, it was just like
going to an office. You’d get your boat, and off
you’d go to do something.

So you lived ashore?
Yes.  Four officers rented a house up in St. Louis
Heights behind Waikiki Beach. It was a very
nice place. I had taken my car, an old ’36 Ford
station wagon, over. We used that as the squad-
ron car, and so we would leave there like we
were going to an office in the morning, drive
down to Pearl, have our assignment for whatev-
er we were doing for the day. But, of course, our
biggest fun was making high-speed passes at the
passenger liners like the Matson Lines’ SS
Lurline as they were coming into Honolulu
Harbor. Then in the evening, we’d go home.
Everybody had the duty. Each boat had two or
more officers, so somebody had to stay aboard at
night.

Were you enjoying paradise?

Oh, we were having a ball. There were only
three hotels on the beach. There weren’t many
tourists there.  The only tourists that came over
were coming over on the ships. They would �
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TOP MTB Ron One PTs 28
and 29 passing the air-
craft carrier USS Hornet
(CV-8) in August 1942, as
she returned to Pearl
Harbor after the April 18
Doolittle Raid on Japan
with B-25 bombers. On
October 27, 1942, the
Hornet was sunk at the
Battle of the Santa Cruz

“We always claimed that we got the carriers,
and the carriers claimed that they saw

us ten miles away.”



be there five days and take off.
So we had a marvelous time.

What you were doing the week-
end of the attack?

I’m sure we went to a party or
went out to dinner because we
were off almost every night doing
something. You know, young
twenty-one, twenty-two-year-old
kids.

Was war on your mind?

No, no, no, we were just train-
ing. We were trying to sell the
value of the PT boat to the brass,
too.  We weren’t too successful
at that point.

What did you do when you reached your boat
on the morning of the attack?

Ah, we got underway. I took my boat over to
the West Lock, the ammunition depot because
we hadn’t enough. We only had about fifty
rounds a gun. So I took my boat over there to
get ammunition with another officer. I don’t
honestly know what the other five boats were
doing at that point. But when I got back, most
of them were still there. So we set up an ammu-
nition belting party on the dock and started
shooting.

Did the Japanese aircraft make a run at you as
your boat crossed the harbor?

No, they did not. We happened to be just
abeam of the destroyer Cassin Young, as it blew
up. That was quite a concussion. And then we
headed for West Lock. We were just too small.
They didn’t pay any attention to us. But we cer-
tainly saw them, fired at them. The sub piers
were between 1010 dock, and the finger piers
are on that channel. The torpedo planes came
right down that channel. They weren’t two or
three hundred yards in front of us.

Do you remember how you felt emotionally?
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I  just reacted. We were scared, just reacting to
what was happening. We weren’t prepared for
the attack. We didn’t have the ammunition. We
had exercise warheads on our torpedoes. Our
gas tanks weren’t topped off. And we had the
old World War I tin hats. So we were not pre-
pared for anything like what happened.

Had there been any discussion among the senior
officers trickling down about the possibilities of
hostilities?

No, not at our level.  It didn’t come down to us.
Everyone, of course, talked about the possibility
of the Japanese attacking America, but not par-
ticularly Pearl Harbor. And I think the general
opinion at that time was that all we had to do
was go over and drop a few bombs and burn all
their paper shacks down. So we pooh-poohed
them – at least our age group had pooh-poohed
them as being any threat. I don’t think any of us
had any concept that they might come to Pearl
Harbor, although a lot of our exercises were
based on the fact that somebody might attack.

Is there any one vivid memory that sticks out
from the attack?

It’s been a long, long time, but I can still see it,
hear it, smell it. I think the chaos, seeing all of
those big old battlewagons blowing up and �

“Shipping in a Calm” by Abraham
Hulk the Elder.

ABOVE Clark Faulkner’s
first command, PT 22.
Note the silhouette of
the crew wearing “old
World War I tin hats.”
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all the smoke, all the oil on fire all around Ford
Island, the visual experience, a lot of people in
the water. It’s kind of like seeing a horrible au-
tomobile accident. The reaction you have to
that. I think there’s something in our system
that protects us against those things. But that
was one of the realizations at that time.

Did you see the Arizona explode?

Not specifically, no, because that was just a
mass of flame and smoke rising from where the
battleships were tied up. It was hard to tell what
was happening. The only one that I remember
seeing was Oklahoma rolled over, with her bot-
tom sticking up. There was so much going on,
both on Ford Island and around it. It’s tough to
recall seeing any one particular thing.

What shape were the PTs were in after the bat-
tle?

No problems. Our boats weren't hit with any-
thing. Our problem was that we weren't pre-
pared to do anything. After the attack, they
ordered all of the vessels that could get under-

20  |  QUARTERDECK  |  AUTUMN 2021

way to clear out of
Pearl Harbor. And so
everything that could
get underway did, and
that included our six
PT boats. They estab-
lished a large circle
between Barbers Point
and Diamond Head,
where the ships fell in
line. You'd see a de-
stroyer and behind it a
PT boat. Behind that,
a cruiser. Behind that,
another PT. It was cra-
zy. This was about ten
o'clock in the morn-
ing. Everybody was
just out in there.
    We had one of the
cruiser officers aboard
my boat who wanted
to get on a light cruis-
er. So I tried to get up

to the cruiser, but I couldn’t get over her stern
wake. She was going too fast. So we circled out
there for a long time.
    There was confusion because people didn’t
know what frequency to man the radios. As I
recall, we all operated on different frequencies.
So nobody knew what the hell to do from the
standpoint of receiving orders from Pearl. So
finally, they hoisted a signal flag from Pearl in-
dicating the frequency to man. Well, once they
did that, everybody got on the same frequency,
and you couldn’t hear a damn thing. Crazy.
    Anyway, we went back in after lunch. The
heavier ships all formed up. I don’t know where
they went, but they left. We went back in and
armed our torpedoes, loaded our boats with am-
munition, food, and water, and prepared our-
selves for what might come. We went back to
the finger piers after we had completed arming
and supplying the boats. Our squadron com-
mander told us that they thought the Japanese
might attempt to land troops that night on Oa-
hu, off Barbers Point, as I remember.
    So we took our six boats out to a sound sonar
buoy station. It had a big platform where we
could tie up. If the Japanese attempted to �

“The only one that I remember seeing was the
Oklahoma rolled over, with her bottom sticking up.”

ABOVE Rescuers on the
overturned hull of the
Nevada-class battleship
USS Oklahoma (BB-37)
next to the Colorado
class battleship USS
Maryland (BB-46).
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land  on Barbers Point, our job would
be to torpedo the transports that might
land there. Sitting out there that night,
it was quiet. I thought that this isn't
just a bad thing that's happened today;
it's going to go on for a long, long
time. Then, finally, it sank in that we
were going to be involved in one hell
of a war.

Did you return to Pearl the next morn-
ing?

Yes, I had the squadron commander on
my boat, standing into the channel
after the anti-submarine gates were
lowered. We noticed a whaleboat off of
the old coal dock as we got in. Some-
one was waving at us, so we pulled up
and stopped. An officer came alongside
in the whaleboat. He was the captain
of the yard at Pearl Harbor and said,
“We think we have a two-man subma-
rine in the channel out here and we
want you to drop a depth charge on it,
a six-hundred-pound depth charge.”
    So we went back to the channel en-
trance and wound up the boat wide
open. He had an underwater micro-
phone, and that’s how he was detecting
this “two-man submarine.” He had
thrown a kapok life jacket into the wa-
ter and said, “When you get to the ka-
pok jacket, drop your depth charge.”
Well, we did. It was relatively shallow
there, and everything shot into the air.
The only thing we did was crush the
water line between West Lock and
Pearl Harbor. So there were some fun-
ny things like that also.

Did you live aboard the boat?

Yes. Later on, we were allowed to take
turns going home and packing up. And
then our squadron commander set up
patrol units. We had wooden depth
charge racks put on our boat. The racks
on each side held four three-hundred
pound depth charges. They were going
to use us for anti-submarine patrol,
which was kind of silly because we had
no sound gear. I don’t think we ever
heard a submarine.
    We had Curtis SOC Seagulls as
spotter planes. The plan was if the pilot
saw something, he would drop a smoke
bomb, and we would drop a depth
charge. Well, that wasn’t very effective.
    They also wanted us to set up high-
speed propeller noises around the carri-
ers when they came in. So when the
carriers approached Pearl, we would
run around them at high speed, which
created a lot of propeller noise. One of
our carriers caught a Japanese torpedo
right off Diamond Head. That’s what
we did until ordered to Midway.
    My boat and another boat were at
Wiliwili, Kauai, when we received or-
ders to rendezvous with the balance of
our squadron west of Kauai Point.
    I ran alongside Clint McKellar’s PT
and asked, “Where the hell are we go-
ing?” He said, “Midway.” I said,
“Where’s that?” He said, “Look at the
chart.” And he threw a roll of charts
over to me. So we ran on our own bot-
toms fifteen-hundred miles to Midway.
We were there for the battle – but
that’s another story.

AFTER WORD

C lark Faulkner’s war had barely
begun when the Japanese at-

tacked Pearl Harbor on December 7,

1941. Six months later, MTB Ron
One was at Midway Atoll on the
morning of June 4, 1942, when the
Japanese attacked by air.
    Northwest of the atoll, the initial
phases of the pivotal battle between the
US and Japanese aircraft carriers were
about to begin.
    Between December 1942 and Feb-
ruary 1943, Faulkner’s squadron
fought in the bloody Guadalcanal
Campaign.
    By this time, he was a seasoned com-
bat veteran, receiving the Navy Cross
“for distinguished service on the line of
his profession while in command of
Motor Torpedo Boat PT 40 which to-
gether with PT 43 and PT 112 en-
gaged a force of enemy destroyers off
the Guadalcanal coast on the night of
January 10/11, 1942.”
    Robert J. Bulkley, Jr., included an
official description of Faulkner’s ac-
tions in At Close Quarters – PT Boats in
the United States Navy:
    “The group attacked three destroyers
only a few hundred yards off the ene-
my-occupied coast, during which time
Lieutenant Faulkner made a daring and
determined approach into 500 yards
before firing his torpedoes which
scored two hits, probably sinking the
ship. Lieutenant Faulkner made good
his escape without casualties through a
hail of shellfire, which sank the other
two torpedo boats.
    “On the night of February 1/2,
1943, Lieutenant Faulkner in com-
mand of PT 124, engaged one of a
group of 19 enemy destroyers in the
same Guadalcanal area and with great
skill scored two torpedo hits from a
distance of 1,000 yards causing the de-
stroyer to burst into flame and burn for
over 3 hours.”
    Faulkner was discharged from the
Navy and returned to civilian life in
March 1946, four years and three
months after his original plan to move
on with his life. n
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“Lieutenant Faulkner made good his
escape without casualties through

a hail of shellfire . . .”
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BOOK REVIEWS

HMS Hazard
BY DAVID DONACHIE

MCBOOKS PRESS, US/UK Hardback
$29.95/£20.65

OCTOBER US/DECEMBER UK

I n command of the 14-gun brig
Hazard, John Pearce has orders
from Minister for War Henry

Dundas to reconnoiter the Basque
coast – a dangerous mission to learn
whether the Spanish plan an alliance
with the French.
    Yet, even before leaving the Thames
Estuary, Pearce faces a daunting task
with a “raw crew” primarily formed by
men, some might say society’s dregs,
compelled to enlist under William Pitt
the Younger’s Quota System estab-
lished a year earlier in 1795.
    Four young midshipmen, all wet
behind the ears, and a ship’s master
who sails Hazard “into a full North Sea
gale” straight out of the estuary only
add to Pearce’s formidable task.
    Finally, however, a swift ship, a
brace of competent officers, and his
steadfast mates, the Pelicans (Michael
O’Hagan, Charlie Taverner, and Rufus
Dommet), relieve some of the miseries.

    David Donachie’s first-class story-
telling, always accented with a wee
dram of humor, places the John Pearce
adventures, which now number six-
teen, into their own unique nook in
naval fiction.
    Far from being your typical hero,
Pearce is despised by his superiors and
fellow officers, not the least because the
sovereign saw him elevated to an “offi-
cer and a gentleman.” Leading a com-
plex, sometimes honorable, life, it’s a
fool’s errand to guess what may happen
to him next.
    As Hazard beats down the English
Channel against prevailing westerlies,
all the while blooding a mostly green
band, Pearce and Samuel Oliphant, his
often chafing companion and British
spy, face grave danger ashore in Spain’s
Basque country. Ahead, however, lie
treacherous seas.
    Off Ushant, Hazard discovers two
ship’s boats carrying a merchant crew
adrift with an Irish captain, victims of a
privateer, whom Pearce takes aboard,
needing skilled seaman, despite sus-
pecting that they are not what they
seem.
    Donachie’s crisp commentary shifts
like a stiff sea breeze, from aboard Haz-
ard in the Bay of Biscay and the Medi-
terranean to conspiracy afloat in
London, where Cornelius Gherson,
recently acquitted of murder, threatens
Emily Barclay, Pearce’s late captain’s
widow, as well as the crooked prize
agent, Edward Druce.
    And there’s more trouble brewing
back in England with the author’s
checkered characters. Wealthy busi-
nessman Denby Carruthers realizes
that a ship he already owns with the
Tolland brothers – Pearce’s murderous
enemies – is a “prize” lately captured
by Hazard.
    Once again, David Donachie deliv-
ers a crackerjack sea story awash in na-
val adventure and dodgy rogues. n

Thunderer
BY JULIAN STOCKWIN

Hodder & Stoughton, US/UK Hardback
$26.99/£16.15

JANUARY US/OCTOBER UK

C aptain Sir Thomas Kydd has
lived nearly half his life in Bri-
tannia’s naval service, and

now he’s rewarded with a new com-
mand, the old 74-gun ship-of-the-line
Thunderer.
    It should be a joyous occasion, but
the circumstance of his appointment
only brings disdain from the First Lord
of the Admiralty down through the
ranks to Kydd’s superiors and the offi-
cers and Jack Tars aboard the ship.
    Lying in Cawsand Bay at Plymouth,
Thunderer is ill-prepared to sail when
Kydd comes aboard with orders “to
rejoin the blockade squadron off Brest”
under Admiral Keith, the man who
first raised him to command aboard
HMS Teazer.
    Although cast down by his cheerless
reception, including from his off-put-
ting first lieutenant, Kydd sets about
bringing Thunderer “to a full fighting
asset” while searching in light airs �
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A River in Borneo
BY RICHARD WOODMAN

McBooks Press, US/UK HARDBACK
$27.95/£20.02

OCTOBER US/DECEMBER UK

I n 1964, British Commonwealth
forces are engaged in a war –
“Confrontation,” the politicos call

it – against Indonesia, threatening Bru-
nei and North Borneo with rebels loyal
to President Sukarno.
    Young Lieutenant Charles Kirton,
already a veteran in the conflict, leads a
Royal Marine patrol into the dense
Borneo jungle seeking to discover a
river thought to be an Indonesian base
preparing for an attack on Sarawak in
northwest Borneo.
    After a four-day march, slogging at a
“relentless pace” through the rain forest
and mangrove swamps, Kirton comes
upon the river and “a very old ship”
overgrown with vegetation, which long
ago had rammed into the bank. It’s the
perfect spot for the marines to set up
their machine gun to “command the
entire reach of the river.”
    There’s a hitch, though, a macabre
discovery that will haunt Kirton until

his final days.
    At this point, the story flashes back
nearly a century to 1867, when young
Henry Kirton, Second Officer aboard
the steamship River Tay, falls from the
rigging severely injuring himself and is
cast ashore in Singapore, “a limping
cripple . . . contemplating the loss of a
promising career.”
    Frequenting the Singapore water-
front, Kirton’s prospects rise when an
old Chinese merchant offers him com-
mand of a small sailing vessel, the “very
sweet to the eye” brigantine Tethys.
Trading with the independent Muslim
settlements in the Sulu Sea controlled
by the Sultanate of Sulu, although
threatened by the neighboring Spanish,
Kirton has success for some years.
    Slowly drawn into illegally running
guns to the Suluese on Jolo, a volcanic
island, Kirton’s risks rise with Spanish
steam-driven, heavily armed men-of-
war at large attempting to blockade
Jolo against smuggled contraband.
    Driven by his love for a Rungus
woman and realizing that the infection
in his damaged leg will soon end with
his demise, Kirton unflinchingly per-
sists with his dangerous enterprise.
   Woodman’s taut narrative, vaguely
echoing novelist Joseph Conrad’s bril-
liant works, is based partly on his pri-
vate logs and experience trading in
these same seas as a young man nearly
a half-century ago serving in the British
merchant service.
    As he has over a forty-year career, a
published novelist and maritime histo-
rian, Woodman channels his years sail-
ing the world with vivid action scenes
that reflect those in his popular Na-
thaniel Drinkwater series set during the
Age of Fighting Sail.

A River in Borneo, chronicling a
mysterious occurrence uncovered a
century later, revealed in unlikely cir-
cumstances, is another stirring gem
from a master in nautical literature. n

for Admiral Houghton’s Rochefort
Squadron off the French coast. After a
nearly catastrophic collision in fog, he
raises the flagship, Pembroke. Unfortu-
nately, when Kydd reports to Hough-
ton, he finds the embittered admiral to
be a “dangerous enemy.”
    Kydd, Tyger’s former crack frigate
captain, proves his mettle with the
larger, heavily-armed Thunderer de-
spite the misery Houghton thrusts up-
on him. A sea chase, as the French
attempt to frustrate the British block-
ade, a nighttime cutting out mission,
and a clandestine foray ashore recast
sentiments about him among those
aboard the 74.
    As Thunderer receives unexpected
orders to return to Spithead anchorage
at Portsmouth, Nicholas Renzi is sum-
moned to Whitehall in London by
Congalton, a high-ranking British se-
cret service operative with whom he is
acquainted.
    Napoleon Bonaparte threatens Rus-
sia with invasion unless Czar Alexan-
der agrees to blockade British trade,
thus weakening her ability to wage war
against France. Congalton cajoles Ren-
zi into visiting St. Petersburg to learn
whether a Russian alliance with Bona-
parte is likely, virtually closing Baltic
commerce to Britain.
    With Denmark “faithfully support-
ing” Bonaparte, Admiral Saumarez
dispatches Thunderer to the Baltic to
“hunt down and destroy” a newly-built
Danish 42-gun frigate “loose on the
sea lanes,” a dire threat to shipping.
    As he has in twenty-three previous
Kydd titles, Stockwin creates a knotty
narrative, writing with authority about
Britain’s Georgian navy and the physi-
cal world at sea with intrigue, captivat-
ing characters, and deft storytelling.

Thunderer is a suspenseful journey
back to the early nineteenth century,
where the author’s imagination com-
fortably resides. n
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No Sacrifice Too Great
BY WILLIAM C. HAMMOND

Mcbooks Press, US/UK Hardback
$28.95/£14.42

OCTOBER US/FEBRUARY UK

T he Cutler family of Hingham,
Massachusetts, first introduced
by William C. Hammond in A

Matter of Honor, have proven to be
steadfast patriots through two genera-
tions serving in the young United
States Navy from the American Revo-
lution forward.
    In No Sacrifice Too Great, the sixth
installment in the Cutler Family
Chronicles, Richard Cutler and his two
sons, James and William, sail under the
Stars and Stripes as the War of 1812,
called by some America’s second war of
independence, commences.
    Since the Leopard and Chesapeake
affair in 1807, Anglo-US tensions had
risen, culminating with President
James Madison declaring war on Great
Britain in June 1812. New Englanders
enjoying a lucrative trade with England
do not support the decision.
    Although the British blockade ad-
versely affects the Cutler business inter-
ests, they’re still an American naval

family. In August, James – or Jamie –
is aboard Constitution under Captain
Isaac Hull when she defeats the British
frigate Guerriere in a running gun bat-
tle in the North Atlantic, boosting mo-
rale across the countryside as the news
spreads.
    Describing the battle, Hammond
launches his lively yarn, an old-fash-
ioned American novel about family,
“duty and honor and love of country,”
and the sometimes complicated rela-
tionship between kinfolk bonded by
blood but wearing different uniforms
or disagreeing over government poli-
cies.
    While Jamie and Will Cutler serve
in the US Navy, their cousin, Seth
Cutler, is attached to a Royal Navy
frigate in the Chesapeake. Richard
Cutler, the family patriarch, retired
from the navy, initially remains dogged
in sticking to a promise he made years
earlier to Horatio Nelson.
    Hammond’s sweeping narrative
stretches from action in the Atlantic
and Chesapeake to the Great Lakes and
the Gulf of Mexico. The Constitution
versus Guerriere and Chesapeake versus
Shannon scrapes, along with Will Cut-
ler’s exploits with Oliver Hazard Perry
on the lakes, are captivating.
    As Chesapeake sails from Boston
Harbor to meet HMS Shannon, readers
witness the unfolding drama through
Richard Cutler’s eyes as he and his
brother Caleb are spectators from the
deck of a thirty-foot packet boat.
    Although the Cutlers are fictional
characters, well-drawn historical figures
populate Hammond’s story – a signa-
ture in each of his books. Hull, Perry,
Andrew Jackson, James Lawrence
(“Don’t give up the ship!”), And Jean
Lafitte have eventful roles.
    William Hammond’s sensitive hu-
man touch and rousing sea battles in-
voke a vivid nineteenth-century
America and an inspired navy. n
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Nor’west By North
BY CHRIS DURBIN

Independent, US Trade Paperback
$15.22/£10.99

AVAILABLE NOW

I n late 1759, Britannia ruled the
waves and had the weather gauge
on the French midway through

the Seven Years’ War – a turning point
in the conflict.
    At Quiberon Bay on Brittany’s
south coast, British Admiral Edward
Hawke’s squadron decisively defeated a
French fleet, scuttling their plans to
invade southern England.
    However, a squadron led by Captain
Philippe Batiste, a privateer with a
temporary commission from the
French Commissioner of Marine, slips
unseen by the Royal Navy blockading
Dunkirk’s harbor. Unaware of the di-
sastrous loss at Quiberon Bay, Batiste
is bound for northern England to exe-
cute a diversionary landing.
    Two months later, George Hol-
brooke, recently promoted to post-cap-
tain and finally wed to his sweetheart
Ann, commands His Majesty’s 28-gun
frigate Argonaut in the Skagerrak, the
strait off Gothenburg, Sweden, on �
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Arctic Sea
BY DAVID POYER

St. Martin’s Press, US Hardback
$28.99

NOVEMBER

A merica barely has time to catch
its collective breath in the wake
of World War III as Russia

makes aggressive incursions into the
Arctic. Undamaged by the recent con-
flict, Moscow is intent on appropriat-
ing the Polar region as a Russian sea,
much like Beijing’s push into the
South China Sea.
    In Washington, DC, reduced to his
post-war rank of captain, Dan Lenson
returns to the Pentagon and is soon
involved in the Russian Bear’s alarming
actions on the Arctic seabed.
    Retirement and a vacation to “some-
place warm” appeal to Lenson, but he
is a career United States naval officer
with a sense of duty and the scars to
prove it.
    Despite still recovering from radia-
tion exposure during his cross-country
motorcycle journey after the war, he
receives orders to the frozen and sun-
less North Slope in Alaska along with
Coast Guard Commander Sarabeth

Blanco, a risky mission that endangers
their lives.
    On the home front, the fallout from
the recent cataclysmic conflict contin-
ues across the nation. In the heartland,
militia-controlled insurrection amid an
epidemic spans five states, thwarting
any return to normal.
    As Lenson embarks for the frigid
north, his daughter Nan, still unwell
from radiation poisoning, heads back
to middle America and civil war to
treat “Central Flower” virus victims.
And Dan’s wife, Blair Titus, manages
Admiral Jim Yangerhans’s presidential
campaign against the autocratic Patriot
Party incumbent.
    Poyer’s crisp, all-too-real narrative
starts fast and accelerates from there in
what once would have been a fanciful
and improbable scenario: nuclear war,
fought with spine-chilling weapons,
and its forbidding aftermath. Facing
peril inside and outside the country,
the US must counter these threats si-
multaneously to survive.
     As Lenson and Blanco land in Alas-
ka, the “survey” turns into a treacher-
ous mission to frustrate Russia’s
development of its new potentially un-
stoppable, city-killing torpedo called
“Apocalypsis.” Moscow plans to test
the alarming weapon in Arctic waters.
    In the Pacific off San Diego, Com-
mander Sloan Tomlin aboard the at-
tack submarine USS Tang, named to
honor her World War II namesake,
runs trials with Orca Prime, an un-
manned combat submersible loaded
with artificial intelligence. Shipping
Orca to the Arctic to check the Russian
weapon is America’s best option. But
will it be enough? And at what price?
    David Poyer’s rapid-fire prose flies
off the pages, at times leaving the read-
er breathless, as cinematic action un-
folds from coast to coast and to the seas
under the Polar Ice Cap. n

– George Jepson
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the hunt for Batiste’s fleet.
    After wintering in Gothenburg, with
his squadron and the French expedi-
tionary force under Brigadier Pierre
Fouquet, Batiste, possibly aware that
his original mission was futile, is ready
to sail – but to where? Clearing the Sk-
agerrak, Batiste would have two op-
tions: sailing south, hoping to safely
return to Dunkirk, or north into the
North Sea. Flee or attack somewhere in
England?
    Holbrooke believes that his quarry
may be looking to “make a name for
himself as the commander of a regular
naval expedition,” rather than as a pri-
vateer captain, which Batiste confirms
when the French breakout under cover
of darkness. Once the hunter, Argonaut
becomes the hunted, and a deadly cat-
and-mouse game based on real events
plays out in British Isles’ waters.
    Chris Durbin’s superb and addictive
original chronicle about the Royal Na-
vy during the seven Years’ War, num-
bering ten volumes, with more to
come, is a pleasurable, seldom-visited
voyage through a pivotal period in
British history.
   Royal Navy officers Edward Carlisle
and George Holbrooke, Durbin’s pro-
tagonists, strong characters like their
counterparts in naval fiction set against
the American Revolution, French Rev-
olution, and Napoleonic Wars, have a
broad, intriguing canvas on which to
act out.
    Although Durbin exercises literary
license to create captivating stories, his
narratives rest on actual history and,
significantly, on real-life characters.
Pierre Batiste, for example, George
Holbrooke’s antagonist in Nor’west By
North, is based on François Thurot,
who commanded an expedition to land
an army in northern England.
    Chris Durbin, a gifted writer, has
firmly established himself and his char-
acters in naval fiction. n



By Force of Arms
BY JAMES L. NELSON

As the War of Independence begins in
earnest, American merchant seamen pre-
pare to strike the first blows. None
strikes more deftly than Isaac Biddle-
comb, captain of the Judea, whose smug-
gling activities are making a mockery of
His Majesty’s Royal Navy. Pursued by
HMS Rose, he sacrifices the ship he loved
to the depths, together with the fortune
he stood to gain, rather than surrender.
On the run from the enraged forces of
King George, Isaac disguises himself as a
merchant seaman. On a brig bound for
Jamaica, and now serving as a lowly
mate, fate tests Isaac’s mettle as he is cap-
tured by the enemy and faces a servitude
under the deranged captain and sadistic
crew of the HMS Icarus.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Trade Paperback
NOVEMBER

The Maddest Idea
BY JAMES L. NELSON

In the late summer of 1775, General
George Washington discovers that his
cache of gunpowder has dwindled to
nine shots per man. A desperate plan
sends a ship under Captain Isaac Biddle-
comb to Bermuda to capture the British
powder known to be there. But a traitor
among the patriots sets a trap, one from
which even Biddlecomb cannot escape.
So, Washington dispatches his aide-de-
camp, Major Edward Fitzgerald, to hunt
the traitor down. At the same time, Bid-
dlecomb must rely on cunning and sea-
manship to free his men and the ship
and capture the gunpowder that is the
lifeblood of the fight for liberty. Bound
by the cause, Biddlecomb and Fitzgerald
must take on a common enemy – the
greatest military power on earth.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Trade Paperback
NOVEMBER

NAVAL FICTION

The Buccaneer Coast
BY JAMES L. NELSON

More than one hundred years after Co-
lumbus blundered onto Hispaniola, the
West Indies are held in Spain’s iron fist,
and no threat to that absolute rule is tol-
erated. But such total control cannot last,
not with the riches of an empire at stake,
and French, English and Dutch all strug-
gle to pry open the Spanish grip. But one
threat will emerge as the most dangerous
of all: the buccaneers. Camped on the
shore of Hispaniola, these half-wild men
eke out a living hunting the island’s feral
livestock. Among them, Jean-Baptiste
LeBoeuf – hulking, silent, deadly with
musket and blade – lives out his exile.
But when a deadly hurricane sweeps
through the Caribbean, it up-ends the
buccaneers’ rough existence. And it
leaves in its wake opportunity as well, a
chance for a new life for LeBoeuf.

Fore Topsail Press, $14.99
US Trade Paperback
AVAILABLE NOW
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Lords of the Oceans
BY JAMES L. NELSON

After ferrying General George Washing-
ton’s troops across the East River and
through the hell known as the Battle of
Long Island, Captain Isaac Biddlecomb
receives a monumental order. He is to
transport to France the most powerful
secret weapon in the country's arsenal –
scientist, philosopher, and spirit of the
enlightenment Dr. Benjamin Franklin.
With a new team of men forging
through the wintry North Atlantic and
braving the cordon of the Royal Navy,
Biddlecomb’s seemingly simple mission
is just the first volley in a grand scheme:
to topple France’s neutrality by gaining
its vital support and turn the colonial
uprising into a full-scale world war for
independence.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Trade Paperback
NOVEMBER

NAVAL FICTION

All the Brave Fellows
BY JAMES L. NELSON

It is 1777, the Year of the Hangman, and
Captain Isaac Biddlecomb is bound for
Philadelphia with his wife and child in
the Continental brig Charlemagne. His
orders are to take command of the prized
20-gun frigate Falmouth and get her out
to sea before General Richard Howe’s
invading army takes her. Unfortunately,
the entire British fleet stands between
him and the new nation’s capital. Forced
to run Charlemagne aground, Biddle-
comb meets his mortal enemy, Royal
Navy Lieutenant John Smeaton. Mean-
while, General Washington has yielded
Philadelphia to Britain’s might. Only
shipwright Malachi Foote and a ragtag
band of deserters from the Continental
Army stand between the vessel and the
seemingly unstoppable British Army.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Trade Paperback
NOVEMBER

The Continental
Risque

BY JAMES L. NELSON

Nelson's exciting seafaring trilogy con-
cludes. As cries for independence ring
through the chambers of the Second
Continental Congress, Captain Isaac
Biddlecomb and his crew are called upon
to engage The Royal Navy. Isaac Biddle-
comb, now captain of the converted
merchantman Charlemagne, a newly
commissioned brig-of-war in the Conti-
nental Navy of 1776, is pursued by his
archenemy aboard HMS Glasgow. How-
ever, through a series of clever yachting
maneuvers, Biddlecomb eludes the larger
enemy ship, impresses the love of his life,
Virginia Stanton, daughter of his old
mentor, and becomes a hero.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Trade Paperback
NOVEMBER
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The Power and the
Glory

BY WILLIAM C. HAMMOND

The Power and the Glory is the third nov-
el in the Cutler Family Chronicles. Set
during the Quasi-War against the French
Republic during the late 1790s, the novel
offers the reader a stirring and authentic
look at the birth of the modern United
States Navy during the Age of Fighting
Sail. Whether confronting French pirates
off the coast of Nantucket or heavily
armed French frigates in the Caribbean,
Captains Thomas Truxtun and Silas Tal-
bot, Lieutenant Richard Cutler, and oth-
er early naval heroes personify the best of
American honor and courage. At the
center are America's “super frigates,”
USS Constellation and  USS Constitution.

McBooks Press, $18.95
US Trade Paperback
AVAILABLE NOW

1805
BY RICHARD WOODMAN

It is the summer of 1804, and Napoleon
is massing his vast army for the invasion
of England. His mighty Combined Fleet
is preparing to meet Admiral Nelson’s
British Fleet in the Battle of Trafalgar. In
the annals of history, this battle com-
pletely decimated the Combined Fleet,
ranking second in destructiveness only to
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
Captain Nathaniel Drinkwater, the new-
ly appointed commander of the frigate
Antigone, is preparing for battle off the
French coast as part of Admiral Nelson’s
highly effective blockade. But, as the
fleets draw together, Drinkwater is un-
prepared for the irregular role destiny
deals him when he becomes a prisoner of
the French and takes the brunt of the
British bombardment in the orlop of an
enemy ship.

McBooks Press, $14.95
US Trade Paperback
OCTOBER

NAVAL FICTION

Andalucia
BY MICHAEL AYE

The war with the colonies is almost over
– a war that was not only mishandled
but costly. Spain became allies of the
Americans, taking many unsuspecting
ships and numerous lives. Considering
this treachery, the British government
feels Spain must pay and plans to raid
the Manila-Acapulco treasure galleons.
Gabe Anthony, now a Commodore,
leads a squadron to the Pacific via the
Magellan Strait in search of the galleon
Andalucia. How long will the operation
take? Will he survive the Spanish guns
and the harsh elements for which the
Magellan Strait is famous?

Bitingduck Press, $20.99
US Trade Paperback
AVAILABLE NOW



29  |  QUARTERDECK  |  AUTUMN 2021

Turning the Storm
BY LEE JACKSON

The Blitz is in full force. Bombs rip re-
lentlessly through London, destroying
buildings and rattling confidence. How
much more can the country – and one
family – take? As Britain falls further into
chaos, the Littlefields – ever-dedicated –
must keep fighting. Jeremy prepares to
fly a mission without his trusted Eagles.
Still held as a POW at a high-security
facility, Lance grows more and more des-
perate to make an escape. And thousands
of miles apart, Claire and Paul – both
armed with top-secret war intelligence –
experience a similar struggle. Then, in a
move that shocks the entire world, Ger-
many invades Russia. But is it really a
surprise to Churchill? What will it mean
for Britain – and for the Littlefield fami-
ly?

Severn River Publishing, $19.99
US Paperback Original
AVAILABLE NOW

Target Churchill
BY WARREN ADLER

AND JAMES C. HUMES

As Great Britain and the United States
celebrate a victorious end to WWII,
Joseph Stalin’s relentless Soviet Union is
creeping across Eastern Europe, leaving a
trail of devastation and murder in its
wake. So Winston Churchill, the cigar-
puffing icon of the British fighting spirit,
embarks on a crusade to lift the veil of
secrecy that hangs over Stalin’s mission.
Westminster College in Fulton,
Missouri, sets the diplomatic stage upon
which the world’s political players
grapple for supremacy as Churchill
delivers his fated Iron Curtain speech on
March 5th, 1946. As Churchill prepares
to launch the Cold War, Stalin unleashes
his trained mole, an American Nazi who
served in Hitler’s SS. His mission:
assassinate Winston Churchill.

Stonehouse Press, $14.99
US Trade Paperback
AVAILABLE NOW

HISTORICAL FICTION

The Black March
BY J. D. PAINTER

When 20-year-old American airman An-
drew Miller parachutes from his burning
B-17, his battle for survival is just begin-
ning. Following their capture by German
soldiers, Miller and his remaining crew-
mates suffer starvation, disease, and bru-
tality during an 86-day forced march
across the frozen landscapes of Prussia.
Miller’s longing for home and the wom-
an he loves are the only things driving
him to place one foot in front of the oth-
er during the horrific odyssey. The Black
March is an epic tale of courage, perse-
verance, and brotherhood.

Bowker, $10.99
US Trade Paperback
AVAILABLE NOW
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The Monet Murders
BY TERRY MORT

Hollywood, 1934. Prohibition is finally
over, but an ambitious young private eye
has plenty of crime to investigate.
Though he has a slightly checkered past,
Riley Fitzhugh, is well connected in the
film industry.  A major producer, whose
lovely girlfriend has disappeared, hires
him. Engaged in recovering a stolen Mo-
net, the crime results in two murders ini-
tially, with more to come. Along the
way, Riley investigates the gambling
ships anchored off LA and becomes in-
volved with the girlfriend of the gangster
running one of the ships. Riley lives at
the favorite watering-place of screenwrit-
ers and unknowingly assists many of
them with their plots. One of these
gents, whose nom de plume is “Hobey
Baker,” might be F. Scott Fitzgerald.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Hardback
DECEMBER

What Hamlet Said
BY TERRY MORT

Hollywood in the Thirties. Nazi
saboteurs, gangsters running gambling
ships, British spies and diplomats, FBI
agents, starlets looking for the big break,
cheap hustlers on the fringes of the law,
local cops – some are friends. Some are
adversaries, but all are involved somehow
with Riley Fitzhugh, a private eye who's
wondering whether the death of an
English aristocrat really was an accident.

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Hardback
DECEMBER

HISTORICAL MYSTERIES

Epitaph for a Dream
BY TERRY MORT

The eve of World War II. A Hollywood
producer’s murdered wife, her husband’s
guilty memory of a shipboard romance.
A stolen painting signed “Picasso.”
French Gangsters. A beautiful courtesan.
A shootout in a brasserie. All of these
and more confront private eye, Riley Fit-
zhugh, as he travels from Hollywood to
the Riviera, Paris, and London, in search
of his client’s vanished dream girl – as
well as some answers: was the painting a
genuine Picasso, or just a clever forgery?
Who was responsible for the corpses that
kept littering his path, complicating the
investigation. And whatever happened to
Amanda Billingsgate?

McBooks Press, $19.95
US Hardback
DECEMBER

Meet Riley Fitzhugh, author
Terry Mort’s LA private eye,

in the delightful noir prequels
leading to his World War II
adventures, starting with

Hunters in the Stream.



MARINE ART

O n Tuesday, 7 May 1765, His
Majesty’s 100-gun ship-of-the-
line Victory “floated off” the Old

Single Dock in the Chatham Dockyard.
The ship’s keel was laid down on Monday,
23 July 1759.
    English marine artist Colin Baxter com-
memorated Victory’s launch in a detailed
watercolor rendering of the event. Baxter
works in a studio/gallery at the Royal Clar-
ence Yard (aka Royal Clarence Marina) at
Gosport, Hampshire, in the United King-
dom.
    Thomas Slade, the Senior Surveyor of the
Navy, designed Victory, basing his design on the lines taken
from French ships captured by the Royal Navy. Slade was
considered by many to be the most innovative surveyor in
the eighteenth century.

    The launch was a festive affair, with
Prime Minister William Pitt (the Elder),
members of his cabinet, and members of
parliament traveling by coach from London
to attend.
    Working mainly in watercolors in a self-
taught style, Baxter creates his detailed
paintings after many hours of research and
knowledge of the old working craft.
    His studio has a view across Portsmouth
Harbour to Victory resting in her drydock at
the Historical Royal Dockyard, has shown
his work in one-man and joint exhibitions
in England, Germany, and Belgium. In ad-

dition, numerous private, public, and even royal collections
exhibit his paintings, including local museums, the Royal
Yacht Squadron at Cowes, and the German Maritime Muse-
um at Bremerhaven.

Launching HMS Victory at Chatham
7 May 1765

Watercolor 10 1/2”  x 5 1/2” by Colin Baxter

www.colinmbaxter.co.uk
Instagram: colinmbaxter_marineartist
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